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The Sew*. 1

The steamship Arabia in now due at Halifax, with
later newt? from Europe.

lathe United States Senate ye»terday Geaerai
Can opened the promised debate on Contral Ame¬
rican affair? with a wet speech, which commanded
ndivided attention. Our special despatches from
Washington furnish an idea of the ground taken by
the veteran statesman upon this important que* j*on. He was followed by Mr. Clayton and Mr.
Collamer. Mr. Seward will discuss the subject on

Thursday next. The House ag tin rejected the
plurality rule by six majority. It is stated that
Mr. Banks will in a day or two, withdraw the
eontest for the Speakership. A large portion ot the
aesrfon yesterday was taken up by the wrangling ot
some half dozen black republicans, who, i* appears,
have discovered in Mr. Wade, of Ohio, a treacher¬
ous brotheT and a maliguant falslfyer.
The appointmeut of Hon. (ieorge M. I>u-!as,to

gucceed Mr. Buchanan as Minister to England, is, it is
Mud, definitively agreed upon by the administration.
Commodore Morris, the senior captain in the na¬

ry, died in Washington on Sunday, give a

sketch of his career in to-day's paper.
Both branches of the State Legislature met yes¬

terday, but adjourned without transacting any busi¬
ness of particular interest.
We publish elsewhere a letter from <k>v. Reeder

in reply to the attack made upon him by President
Pierce in his recent message to Congress upon
Kansas afi'airs. The mis-iveof the Governor is a
sort of notification to the public that when he is ad-
mitud to a seat in the House of Representatives he
mtcnds to completely pulverite his opponeut.
The steamship North Star, from New Orleans

and Havana, arrived at this port yesterday. )ur
Havana corre-pondents, writing on the '»d and -.>d
instant, state that it was reported as a fact that
General Concha would soon return to Spam, and be
dignified by the title of Count of Havana, (.eneral
Zabala was spoken or its his successor. Senor
Pa«yo. agent of Oueen Cristina at Cienfoegoa ha>.
t>e«n buried at Havana. A new joint stock hotel
was about to be established in the city. Roberto?,
burglaries and deadly assaults were frequent. Two
\m«rican engineers had saved the passengers on

the train- of two dilfc-ent railways from death by
accident, owing to their presence of mind. The
CniWd JstuUs trigate Tot-imac ar.d the I reach bn*-
ot-war I.a Perouse were in port. Vi inn and Cliauucy,
two American seamen, had been sent to tl* Isle ot
Pines. Tne city was full of \i- iters.
Our Key West correspondent, wiitinz on -i-t

inst., ays that the United States rewune Hitter
t^eadrift had left that place, iu o: Jer to wat-h the
movt nieut.s of a suspicions craft on the wet ooastof
Florida, which, it was «aid, had previously lauded a

cargo of slaves at Cuba. Others reported that -he
was merely collecting guano along the shore. un
the "th inst. a large party of Indians attacked the
Mettle rs living on the bonier ol their hunting
grounds, twelve miles west of Fort Dallas. (Mui. i
river.) when Peter Johnson and Edward JarraU
were killed and -ealped. Great alarm prevailed,
und all the settlers around the Miami had sought
protection at the fort. The general government
have, however, at l.*t r-olved upon ridding
Florida of the handful of savages who atil rem tin

in the son l hern portion of that peniM ila. -

_

counts from Tallaha see state th»t the He:reUry of
War has directed the military commanders In
Florida to remove the Indians, and the Governor of
toe state has c.died out five companies ol volunteers
to aid in the undertaking. A short and decisive
campaign will, it is believed, put a stop at once and
forever to the atrodtic* of Billy Bowlegs and his
bloodthirsty braves. The wo-.k at the Julita inlet
lighthouse had two uhandoued. Other lightuoise
work* were progressing.
py telegraph from Sew 0 1. an. we have an-

portant news frowMexlc . llaroyW z, who
had conspired to overthrow the ;Ht,.o.furt and eataldwh an ( mpi* had be. n detc v I
* his * hemes and fd, ed nnder arrest. He, how¬
ler, eGect* d liir escape, and. a. la* a-v.mn.s w>s

jrt the he»d t»f ill® rge force. Iesiugin" I e la *itn

?very prospcct of M<c.-e

A meeting in favor ol reform wa- held yes.
teniae afternoei in 'he Merehpnt- I .xebauve. luc
ittendOD'-e w»- l*r?< ^solnUorise n-

,.rtt. tog the rrforiuator, it. a an* were passed unani
niouslv* A committee of fifteen wa appmitod.
with power IO call a public mc Ji. with the clew
«,f urging "l-ou ttw government t|>. adaption of U
prnpofed tonjiroYctneut*-
Thomas ITan* Meager .VIM red « very el;»

tfwnfe lecture lielon the Tul.ro I.iwr.ir> IustiUte, iu

ine Broadway W»enwl< YiA . reidng, taklnu for
bkwhjoct, - J it e Ait ia Athens.' The att-tidan
*n*uooU.;.nd t>* le- turer iBinenUj ruocMihd.
W. commend our report of la -t night" I'^c-P

taXs of the Board i.t Aldermen w. the at*u:ioi» ofj{ int. reeled ia tlio tr,cl! .n ,,f hnddlngs, to
.ft: ?.nolders. oOiceaoekere and i^i.ti^a- ... .

pa tks; to tbrt firemen, tkeVete. n- of the War <n

UlJ, the volume, s in iht war with :>.ia. o,t ,

uicmix-rs of tb< p"'lce foree. and u, our fellow eita
MB* gwrelif- 'J di. iflceUK'lit ,'e,w' " ^Board snO .'««< '-f tta» newly clcet»-«l « of ue-

partinen-i. with reg 'ttl lo nppoii.tments, I- a -ub-

joct i.hat will * r " »" " W °r ,ij' llU,° 01
U,cAldemKO. |luU" (>wrt ^ Xw-u^r >. .tci U*

second trial of Louis Baker, charged with the Bor¬
der of Bill Poole, wm postponed uattl April next,
on motion of the counsel for the accrued. The trials
of the other defendant* will not take place until the
case of Baker is disposed of.
The case of the competitors for the Comptroller

ship.Messrs. Flagg and Gilea.was yesterday poat¬
poned for twenty days, in order to accommodate
the first named individual.
The democratic members of the Legislature af

Maine have selected four declared anti-Pierce dele¬
gates at large to represent the democracy of that
Btate in the National Convention to be held at Cin¬
cinnati.
More than one hundred men and abont forty

sloops belonging to Havre de Grace, Md., are em¬

ployed annually, through the proper season, in sop
plying the market with wild ducks. A letter on
the subject may be found elsewhere.
The presence of ice yesterday in the rivers and

docks continued, which, with the inclemency of \he
weather, tended seriously to check transactions in
produce, and especially in breadstuff*. The sales of
cotton embraced about 600 a 700 bales, without
change in prices. Flour was heavy for common

grades, and the turn of the market in favor of the
buyer, while good medium and extra grades were

unchanged. Wheat was steady, but not active.
Missouri and Southern white sold at $2 12 J, and
prime Tennessee red was reported at $1 98. Corn
sold to a limited extent, the sales being restricted to
wiall parcels Southern white and New Orleans
mixed. Sugarand coffee were steady, with moderate
transactions. Freightengagements were light, while
rates were without change of moment.

On Coast Defienct..What they are and
What they should be*

We are, fortunately, so far removed from
the convulsions which distract the Old World,
and our people are so diligently following the
sagacious advice of Iago, " Put money in thy
purse," that it is next to impossible to induce
any large portion of the community to think
seriously of our frontier defences, particularly
those of our sea coast. The subject is impor¬
tant, and sooner or later it must be considered.
Indeed, the aspect of our foreign relations
would seem to indicate that the time for con¬

sidering it is at hand. True, it has not entirely
escaped the notice of the general government.

If the Eastern war has demonstrated any
one thing more clearly than all others, it is
the importance of fortifications for th9 de¬
fence of harbors. What but the fortifications
of Cronstadt have caved St. Petersburg? What
prevented the allied fleets from destroying Se-
bastopol but the fortifications of that harbor ?
We, too, have out fortifications; our govern¬

ment has expended millions of money in erect¬
ing them at the most important points along
our coast. From Eastport, Maine, to New Or¬
leans and on the Lakes, we have about fifty-
four forts or fortifications; a large majority of
them are completed; the others far advanced
towards completion. Others are planned and
will no doubt be erected. So far, well. But
having constructed these works at an eaor-.
mous cost, we have left them wide open to be
occupied by any enterprising naval power with
which we may happen to be at war.

That this is not an exaggerated assertion a

few facte will show. It is admitted that for
the defence ol these forts it is necessary to have
in each a well-trained artillery force. The
engineers who planned and constructed
them estimate that to man the grins in
these fortifications fifty-four thousand artil¬
lerymen will be required. This force is of
course exclusive ol the troops constituting the
main body of an army, the infantry and ca¬

valry. The President, in Uis late message, says
that the artillery arm is a " speciality".
whilst other troop« may be raised, organized
and equipped lor active service in a compara¬
tively short space of time, it requires years of
study and "practicc to form a good artillery
force. Now, it happens, that at this time we
have in the forts, from Eastport to Now Or¬
leans, only about six hundred artillerymen. Of
these, two small companies (say 100 men) are
in Boston, and the same in New York harbor;
two field batteries, not intended for garrison
service, at Baltimore; two small companies
of about fifty men each at fort Monroe, and
the same number in Charleston harbor, aad
one company at Key West. The forts on the
coasts of Maine and New Hampshire arc uaoo-

enpied. The splendid fortification at New¬
port. E. I , is without a garrison, and the same
is true of the works on Loug Island Sound,
l'orts Miiliin and Washington are abandoned,
giving free access by water to Philadelphia
and Washington. The works ,.n the const of
North Carolina, at the entrance to Savannah
river and at .St. Augustine, are deserted. The
same is true of the works commanding the en¬
trance to Mobile bay and the approaches to
New Orleans. The three forts constructed at
l'ensacola arc unoccupied, and the Navy Yard
at that place exposed to capture. The few
works which are occupied have scarcely troops
enough to keep them in a proper state of police,
and w ould offer but little obstacle to an enemy
vho might be disposed to seize them. Then
is absolutely little or nothing to prevent a
hostile fleet fiuin running Into Lofton or New
Vork harbor?, and destroying property the
value of which would maintain for years ade¬
quate garrisons in the forts in those harbors.
The English or French may, on any day of the
year, throw into forte Adams and Monroe
garrisons which could hold those places
a very long time against aov force
we could send against them. Tiiesc assertions
may seem wild and extravagant to miay. But
let those persons, before coming to that con¬

clusion, carelully study the subject, aal their
I \ iews may bo somewhat modified.

The belief is very prevalent that it is n^t
necessary to maintain even small garrisons ,_i

our permanent woiku. that our citizen soldiery
are fully "qual to the task of defending them.
The President, it would seem, think* different¬
ly.he regards that service as a speciality, re¬
quiring yews of study and practice. With
what degree of patience oar volunteer* would
submit, even in time of war, to being cooped
up between stone wall?, remains to bo seen,
llow they would maw:>ge and serve the heavy
guns is also a questiou for grave consider^ *

tion. But the idea that a volunteer force
could be relied on to defend thuse pla;os, pro¬
ceeds on the supposition that our enemy will
give us due notice of their intention to attMf*
them that there will be a formal declaration
of war, giving us time to organize our volun¬
teer artillery. But have wcany right to pro
ceed on that supposition : I>id wc declare war

against Mexico L our memory server m, we |
i only rtsolv cd that by the act of Mexico war I

existed. Many of our wisest and more exp?- '
j rienccd Blatcunicn.-Mr. Calhoun ainong«t

them- oppoxd the passage of the resolution,
declared that it averted a falsehood, that war
did not exist; hut nevertheless the war went
on. .Now, it does not require any very great
et retcl» of the imagination to nppore a $oat!Q-

gaacy in which oar eiiapli may be followed
by oar encode . uppoee that England and
France should undertake to guarantee to Spain
the possession of Cuba, as it U said they have
done; and then suppose them to take
at some act of oars.a filibustering expedition
to Cuba, for instance.and to declare tbflk by
the act of the United States war existed. The
steamers bringing the news might, and
probably would, bring troops ready organized
for the occupation of the more im¬
portant worts on our coast The idea of hay¬
ing a foreign foe occupying one of our perma¬
nent fortiications is so repugnant to all of our
feelings that we at once exclaim: "Such a

thing shall never be ; we would rise up and
hurl them from our noil !'' But any intelligent
gentleman who will take the trouble to exam,
ine Forts Adams or Monroe will readily see

that If those places are once properly manned
by English or French troops it would be a

most difficult task to dislodge them. To form
a correct idea of what the difficulties cf the

task would be, study carefully the opeations
of the Allies at Cronstadt and Sebastopd.
This subject ought to command the especial

attention of gentlemen of the South aud South¬
west. Indeed, it onght not to escape the notice
of the Southern Commercial C invention, ap¬
pointed soon to meet in the capital of the Old
Dominion The amount of produce whicl fiais
its way to market by entering and passing over
the Gulf of Mexico, is bo vast that the whole
country is alive to the importance of om com¬

manding the entrances to that gulf. It is re¬

garded as so important that a very large
portion of our people would be glad of aiy tol¬
erably good excuse for seizing the Island of
Cuba as one mean* of securing that end But
not yet having possession of that island, we
have adopted otucr precautionary measures
We have expended large sums of mo^ey in

I erecting fortifications at Key West and the Dry
Tortuga* ; but we have so entirely negfected
to provide garrisons for these works, that t war

should suddenly break out bet veen this «ouu-

try and England, perhaps the wisest course for
the engineers having charge of those worki to

pursue would be to blow them up, to present
their falling into the hands of the enemy ; *th-
erwise the chances are that our own works
would give the enemy the command of the in-
trances to the Gulf. But this is not all. Every
one who knows anything about the en¬

trance to Mobile bay will understand that if
Fort Morgan were occupied by an adoquate
English garrison Mobilo would be very effec¬
tually cut off rrom the Gulf. What is there to
prevent the occupation of that iort by an en-

emy ? We are not occupying the forts in Pen-
sacola harbor. W hy should not an enemy oc¬

cupy them, and then the Navy Yard at that
place v> ould bo at their mercy, and the finest
harbor on the Southern coast would serve to
shelter our enemies' fleets. The important
works ofForts Macomb and Pike are ready fOk
the reception of garrisons. We have none in
them. An enemy having any ulterior designs on
New Orleans would not fail to see their im¬
portance, and they also would be occupied.

It may with some little degree of plausibility
(and it iB only plausible) be said that our vo¬

lunteers could garrison the forts near our po¬
pulous cities, such as Boston and New York;
but where, on a sudden emergency, are we to
find troops to garrison ourmore isolated works,
particularly those at Key "West and Tortugas.
The argument which is said to have been urged
by one of our most distinguished naval offi¬
cers against the construction of fortifications.
that our government would not maintain
troops to garrison them, and, therefore, on the
breaking out of war, they would be seized and
held by the enemy.is most forcible. It ij
not a valid argument against the utility and
importance of fortifications; but it is a most
significant and forcible argument against the
suicidal policy of our government in failing
to provide the nucleus, at least, of a force to
hold and keep in order the works we have al¬
ready constructed.
The foregoing reflections naturally lead up

to remark more particularly on the re¬
commendations of the President in regard
to r>ur present artillery establishment.
On that subject, the President's remarks
are, to Fay the least of them, rather illogical,
lie Baj s that the artillery service is a speci¬
ality. that it requires years of study and pi no¬
tice to make an efficient artillery, "and, there¬
fore, it is not deemed advisable in time ot

peace to maintain a larger force of that arm

than is necessary for field and garrison ser¬

vice.'" His idea of what the strength of that
force should be is Bhown by his endorsement
of the recommendation of the Secretary of
AVar. The Secretary, referring to his previous
annual report, recommends that our present
artillery force be reduced one-half.
Suppose the Secretary of the Navy had said

in his report that, for some purposes, infei.or
timber, imperfectly seasoned, might be used,
but that ek'pbuilding was a "speciality"'.that
it required timber of the best quality, whbh
bad been subjected to the seasoning process
for years, and, therefore, it wu* not deemed
advisable in time of pcacc to keep oa hand any
more fbip timber than was required to keep
our present national ship* in repair.what
would have been thought of it t The Presi¬
dent would probably havo returned the report
to the Secretary for correction in that particu¬
lar; and yet it would have been quite as rea¬
sonable and logical as the President's recom¬
mendation. lie hays that the artillery ser-

\ice being a speciality, we ought not to main¬
tain quite enough to k' op our forts in u state
of police, and only about one forty-liiih ot
vhat would be required in time of war.

It haH been stated above that it is estimated
by tbo?e bent informed on the subiect, that it
would require a t,000 artillerymen to work ihe
guns in the forts already constructed, or in
course of construction, on our Atlantic, Lake
and Gulf coasts. No one will imagine for an
instant that we will in time of peace keep any¬
thing like that force of artillery; imt it
is admitted that we ought to have
and maintain a nucleus. Our present
iirtillery force is about 3,000 men.perhaps a

little lef-s. Two-thirds of this is at present,
and has been for years, employed in Florida
and on the Western frontier as infantry; and
;a the Secretary recommends that we should
reduce this force ono-half, or make it about
fifteen hundred men. l romthia must be de¬
duced the eight field batteries allowed by
law. which would reduce the number for gar-
liron service below twelve hundred. Can auy
one regard that us a rnxflicient nucleus for the
formation of a corps of o 1,000 artille rymen?
A little leaven will leaven a large loaf, but
would be lost in a barrel of fbur. So would
th<? lurtiUerymen bejJost Lo the 54,000

volunteers. At th« same time that this redac¬
tion of the artillery i" advised, Congress is
asked to appropriate money for the construc¬
tion of other fortifications, particularly on the
Goli and Paoific coasts. It is doubtless of
great importance that the points designated
by the Secretary should be properly defended;
but before voting money for the construction
of other fortifications, it would be well for
Congress to consider the argument of the
naval officer referred to above, and inquire
what are our means for garrisoning the forts
we already have.

If in the course of time we should have an

organized House of Representatives, it is to
be hoped that Congress will take up this sub¬
ject and consider it. If it is duly deliberated
on, we are confident it will not result in a

reduction of our present artillery establish¬
ment.

The Fire Marshal's Report.Incendiary
Fires..The Fire Marshal's Report for the six
months ending on the 30th November last, was
presented to the Board of Aldermen last even-

ing. It is an interesting and suggestive docu¬
ment It setB out with a reiteration of the re¬
commendation so ably enforced in the previous
report, of the passage of some enactment for
the safer construction of buildings. It sug¬
gests ae an efficient check upon owners and
builders that they should be compelled to send
in to the Board of Fire Wardens specifications,
framed in accordance with the act, of the work
to be undertaken, and that aay departure
therefrom should be visited with a demolition
of the faulty portions of the building, and
when occasion called for it, the imprisonment
of the offender. With this recommendation,
every one but speculators will be disposed to
concur. It is the sjstem carried oat with so
much advantage in London, Paris, and other
of the great European cjties, and would pre¬
vent nine-tenths of the accidents from fires
and other causes to which we are exposed in
this city.

I Another suggestion of the report, and one
to which attention ought to be paid at once,
is the necessity of providing some means
of escape in tenement houses, in addi¬
tion to the single narrow stairs with which
they are usually furnished. Mr. Baker
recommendt that an iron staircase, with
landings ol each story, should be erected
outside of ?'l buildings of this description.
As this class if dwelling* is rapidly increasing,
it is essential hat some precaution should be
adopted to guatd against the extensive loss of
life that would te caused by fire breaking out
in them. With the large number of families
by which they aie inhabited, the conse quences
would be frighthl if such a casualty were to
come suddenly ipon them in the dead of the
night Mr. Bake's suggestion seems to us cal¬
culated to effectially guarantee them against
any personal daiger.
The results exhibited by the tables annexed

to this report ae exceedingly satisfactory. It
will be Been tiat during the last six months
there were ony fifty-two fires traceable to acts
of incendiatfem, of which twenty-three were

clearly slum to have been wilful, whilst dur¬
ing the corresponding six months of 1854
ninety-four reie traceable to the same cause,
of which thirij-four were unmistakeably wil¬
ful. Upon thi aggregate of fires generally,
the tables ebovu decrease of sixteen in com¬

parison with tit corresponding six months of
last year. Binci the Institution of the office of
Fiie Marshal.j period of eighteen months.
the gradual <1 inanition effected in the number
of incendiary fits has been steady and deter¬
minate, and thesis no doubt that in propor¬
tion as the police department becomes more

perfectly organized, they will show a mire ra¬

pid decrease. Aj it 1b, we have to congratu¬
late our fellow-cozens on the important re¬

sults already exijbited by Mr. Baker's reports.
Mrs. Bloomk$n Nebraska.Coli> Weather

i'ok Negroes../he Omaha City Xebraikiun of
the Oth inst., sals that.
Latt evening Mn Amelia Bloomer delivered a lecture

at the State Hoiuen this ci'.y. on the <iue*tion of wo¬
man'* right of fra<hiae. The hall of iiepresenta^ive;, in
which she spoke, ras crovied t» overMawing. Tue lady
wan listened to wfe markeJ interest anl attentisn. Wo
think all persons >f candor, whatever their opioiontt ma;
be In relation to (le views ol >lr«. Bloomer, will at least
acknowledge thathe is cei tuinly a most pleading and
logical speaker, pi that she handled her tutu est with
great ability.
The subje© of the fair missionary of wo¬

man's rightswas her right to the elective
franchise.1> right to vote, both at primary
and regularflections. After giving a synop¬
sis of her dkcourse, our Nebraska cotempo-
raryeays.'(iVc will only add, in respect to
Mrs. Bloomfr, that we think she is very much
of a gentleman."

In the sate paper we find the following ac¬
count of theweather; and they have had the
same sort inlbe adjoining Territory of Kan¬
sas:.
Cold Wfjtth rvTrm cold to thaw, too cold to snow too

cold for ont door,business, too cola for enjovment, too
cold to go to bei'too cold to get up.too cold for any
thing, but to frc^e. i'rozen ears, frozen nose'", frozen
toes and frosen natoes are nuite oommon. Everybody
comp'riins of th<ecM. Everybody sleeps cold.even
married crmples auplain of a eolinfuv bo' ween them
PCople go trottinasout the street* wUh huge shawls,
blankets and br.llo robes muffle! cloiely over 4h«ir
heads and shoulda, and so completely bundled ap tiat
they cannot posi-iiy be recognised. '1 Lemerciry in fie
thf rmi.in^ter at nitime during the last week has been
above zero. On tursday morning last it stood '25 deg.,
an<l j est ei day 'ZJkg. below zero.

What a lo^ly climate for ' Uncle Tom: '

And such ar< the winters of Nebraska and
Kansas.tveuy- five degrees below zero! If
the South ta/ establish slavery in cither of
these Ternories, in the face of this impedi¬
ment, the] will beat the Puritans ol Massa¬
chusetts; ir they tried it in the milder cli¬
mate of Dhton, and failed. It didn't pay,
Why, thei all thi« fuss about slavery a

Kansas an) the "border ruffians'.'"

Tib Had; Dkmotc vr i or Burnaww..The
RqmUicm voumal, ol Belfast. Me., informs us
that the d< sgatlon choscn to represent that
State in th Cincinnati Convention, go for Bu
chanan; ai that "the samo Influences that se¬

cured Tier delegates in Massachusetts and
Vermont, live utterly failed against the popu¬
lar democriic constitution abiding sentiment
of Maine.' ] Wkat "influences" were these?--
Custom Hole, Toet Office, and such, or what
were thtj? RVe dare say Mr. Cochrane could
tell; l»mt 'If of no consequence."
Mn. Bat.U for England..-The rumor, it

se<ms, is gierally accredited at Washington,
that cx-Viccj'repidont Dallas will succeed Mr.
Buchanan a^m- Minister to England: and it
is also genci^ly believed that he will accept
the appointjent. If he does, there will be
one dt mocrac candidate out of the way, at
all events, {ho might possibly prove an ob¬
struction to pc Cabinet aspirants at Cincin¬
nati. GoodIdea that. Pity that Mr. Bucha¬
nan could ^t le induced to remain whore
be ift.

Mat* ofAAM la Gklu.
The Chinese puxile is growing more and

more intricate, as we dive deeper into the ac¬
counts which come from China. Such a state
of things as is portrayed in the extracts from
our Chinese exchanges given elsewhere, has
hardly ever been witnessed before in any quar¬
ter of the globe.
That the King of Dahomey or any other un-

breeohed savage should be willing to sell his
subjects or his prisoners for a bottle of rum or

a string of beads, does not shock our notions
of consistency and fitness; but that, among the
highly civilized and highly educated people 1 1
China, a regular traffio in native children
should be openly carried on, obviously with
the connivance, perhaps at the Instance of the
parents, certainly does appear at war with all
received opinions and acknowledged prin¬
ciples. That it is so, however, there can be
no doubt. From one witness we learn that
very few coasting vessels ever leave Shanghae
or Nlng-po without an assorted lot of boys
thrown in to make up the cargo. The traffic
in girls is still more general, in oonsequence
of the prevalence of infanticide, which counte-
nances the murder of female infants as soon as

they are born. We hear of one hundred girls
ready for shipment at one place, lor the segar
factory at Manila. Another witness notes
that an order for two thousand girls for Cuba
has lately been received, and hints not ob¬
scurely that consignments of a like nature are
often made to other Spanish, French and Bri¬
tish colonies. Dirt cheap is the proper word
for these juveniles.the production is so exu¬
berant, that boys can be sold at a profit for $3
to $3 75, and girls as low as a shilling to
twenty-five cents a head. Here is, if we mis¬
take not, the nucleus of more African compv
nics, which will give governments and legisla¬
tors some work.
Side by side with this startling phenomenon,

we publish the returns of the opium trade of
the East India Company with China. It is well
known that the Emperors of China have ex¬
hausted their energies in efforts to suppress
the importation of this detestable drug, bat
that they have been steadily foiled by the
perseverance and unprincipled avarice of the
East India Company. The war of 1846 was
occasioned by the latest ot these praiseworthy
attempts of the Chinese authorities to put a

stop to the traffic; it was maintained at the
cost of that atrocious crime on the part of
Great Britain. Ever since then the Chinese
authorities have passively submitted; the pro¬
duction oi opium has been increased by the East
India Company, and over seventy thousand
chests have been sent into China every year.
The North China Herald estimates the annual
profits of the company out of this branch of
their business at about fifty millions of
rupees, say $23,000,000, and their total net
profits since the trade began at the enor¬
mous sum of 678,518,534 rupees, say iu
round numbers $310,000,000. To credit this
enormous trade, one must be aware that It is
supposed there are in China three millions of
men who are habitual opium smokers, and con¬
sume an average of* one mace per day, at the
cost of half a laboring man's wages; and that
a very small proportion of this quantity.less
than a third.is grown in China.
We desire also to draw the attention of the

administration to the probability that the
French will shortly make some movement in
Eastern China. The sagacious policy of the
old French monarchy inculcated a close al¬
liance with China; rumors have reached Heng
Kong that the Emperor approves of such a

policy and designs to carry it out. Excuses
would not be wanting for even a hostile invar
tion of China by the French. If the British
were justified in bombarding Nankin, in order
to force the East India Company's opium on
the Chinese, the French would certainly be
warranted In Btorming Pekin, to avenge the
deaths of the missionaries who have been sent
out so perseveriugly by the propagation socie¬
ties of Taris, and most of whom have been
cruelly murdered. M. Hue's narrative makes
the blood run cold when he describes the fate
of many of these brave but over-zealous
Frenchmen; and if Napoleon were to batter
a town or two, just out of respect for
their memory, Aery few Christians would
censure him. Nor is he the man to overlook
the substantial advantages which might flow
out of such a proceeding. England, as we
have pointed out on several occasions, is slowly
gathering her forces for a descent upon the
eastern provinces of China. She will proba¬
bly be ready ere the year is out, and the Brit
Ish flag will probably float over some of the
rich cities of Se-Fchouen. In the meanwhile,
what an excellent opportunity for her friend
and ally.that ally whose counsels are hers,
whose Interests are hers all over the world.to
operate a divers on on the Eastern shore, some¬
where in the neighborhood of Shanghae ! It
is not consistent with what we know of Louis
Napaleon to supposo that he will make no
effort to regain the old French ascendency In
Asia. It is not in his nature to see the Euglish
conference the overthrow of China without
claiming a share of the work. It Is not possi¬
ble that the fleet ho maintains in the Pacific
will rest tamely quiet, after the disappoint¬
ment, to use no stronger word, of l'etropau-
low Fki.
These prospects again and peremptorily call

for the prompt attention cf our government.
The destinies of worlds arc being decided.the
future thraldom of five hundred million* of
people is being determined. the whole troie
of Western AMa is being divided up aad allot
ted to foreigners; and the United States,
which men now living are certain to sec the
first nation of the world, is standing aloof and
taking no part In these arrangements. We
arc relying on Consuls, when we ought to have
the ablest diplomatists in the country at the
scene of action. Again do we call on the
government to Inform itself thoroughly of
what is being done la China, and the East ;
and to participate by means of commissioners
in every national convulsion whloh time i«
bringing forth there.

Thet Want a Little More Time..The Buf¬
falo Commercial Advertiser, the Know Nothing
home organ of Mr. Fillmore, is decidedly op¬
posed to the nomination of the American ticket
for the Presidency at their Philadelphia Na¬
tional Council of the 22d February. The
Louisville Journal , and all the Know Nothing
organs of the Southern States, without an

exception, we believe, are also in favor of a

postponement of the nomination, and a ma¬

jority of them are ior Mr. Fillmore. Ills Buf¬
falo organ says that "justice to all the candi¬
dates requires that their claims should be
pawed on by a convention in which all the

States are represented. We wish to see the
Domination given to the most available man
in the party; and no matter who he may be, if
he is nominated at a time which accords with
the general sense of the party, and by a con¬
vention in which all the States in which the
party has a respectable show of strength, are

represented, the trlends of Mr. Fillmore will
cheerfully rapport him."
This is all very well, as far as it goes Bat

in these assurances from Mr. Fillmorers organ
there is a very significant threat implied in the-,
event of the nomination of come other Ameri¬
can candidate in February. Let the delegates
to the Philadelphia Council bear it in mind, or
their deliberation* may result in another inde¬
pendent Buffalo movement.

Good fob Cincinnati..The following is a

copy of the official programme of the Cincin¬
nati celebration of the birthday of Washing¬
ton:.
NATIONAL ONION CELEBRATION or WASHINGTON'S

RIBTBDAY,
BY THI CHIXKtS OK CIHCMHATI l.\D HAMILTON OOCYTT, OH»Or

Hbli'ary 22, 1H66.
PROGRAMME

AND ORDKR OP EXERCISE* POR TRK DAT.
1.A national Mlttta at daybreak, and ringing of all pub

ie belle. A federal salute at 12 M. An oration salute
' f firtj-flve guns at aunaet. The palates to be discharg¬

ed from three different point* in the oty.
2. A grand military and civic prooeMion, to be formed

at 0 o'clock A. M.. under the direjtbn of a Grand Mar¬
shal, to be selected by the General Committee of Arrange¬
ments, and Much annintant grand marshals as may be «.
pignated by hint. Toe procession when formed to more
through the principal streets oi the city, and he dismissed
at thepoint designated for the ovation exercises.

3. The oration exercises to consist of.
1. Music full band.
2. National song and chorus.full choir.
3. 1'rajer.
4. Washington's Farewell Address.
6. Ora'ion.
6. Benediction.

4. A National Banquet, to be given to invited guests
In the evening.

6. A public and general illumination.
Such a celebration as this in Ohio, which is-

supposed to be a stronghold of abolitionism,
fusionism, disunionism, and various other isms,
is quite creditable to the Union conservative
sentiment of the State. Why cannot something,
of the same sort be done in Massachusetts ?

The Lvte Great Snow Stobm.Edict from
thb Patent Office..A powerful ally to Pro¬
fessor Meriam has just appeared in the person
of Mr. Mason, Commissioner of the Patent Of¬
fice at Washington, who has deemed it expedi¬
ent in his official capacity to iasue the follow¬
ing circular:.

U.nitkd States Patent Offiok, 1
Washington, Jan. 24, I860, m

Dear Sir.From accounts in tho newspaper-tit woj'.V
appear that an unprecedented storm of sno*. gleet or
rain occurred orer moat of the tract of country lying east
of the MisKisKij.pt, and perhaps bey?nd, from the 4th Ij
the filh of the present month. In order to determine tLu
limits, times of comaenoement and ending, direction,
amount, and nature of the precipitation of sai l storm,
will you please to answer the following questions as early
as convenient, and return the same to this office by mail)'

C. MASON, Commissioner.
Face of the fly the day prevloan to the commencement

of the storm.whether fair, partially or wholly cloudy?
Direction anfi forco of the wind the day preceding am)

during the storm?
Hour of cwmencement of the storm?
Hour of ending of the storm?
Amount in itches cf snow, sleet or rain?
Number of days the ground wail covered with snow or

ice since the storm?
We trust that this circular will be answered

by our intelligent readers, far and wide; for tho
results may possibly be of great practical bene¬
fit to the community. Meantime, if Mr. Com¬
missioner Ma&oa a id Professor Meriam can, by
putting their heads together, make any ar¬
rangements with the Clerk of the Weather for
an early rain and three days of warm sunshine,
they will be rendering an important service to-
this community.
Fatal to Freedom !.The Albany Journal'

declares that "to surrender Banks, after hav¬
ing stood so long faithfully to him, merely
because a half score of stubborn, conceited,
arrogant, sclf-wllled semi doughfaces demand
it, would be a surrender as mortifying to the
people as it would be hazardous, if not fatal,
to freedom." Father Weed is getting despe¬
rate. " Mortifying to the people!" Humbug'-
"Fatal to freedom!" What freedom ?.whose
freedom ? Bosh ! Light the old gentleman
to bed.

Brooklyn City \ewi.
Tiif Twb.ntt Sinn Askivewurt or tub Bioom.ts Crrr

Tract Socutt..The twenty-sixth anniversary of the
above society was celebrated at the First Presbyterian
church, corner of Remsen and Cilnton street*, last even¬

ing. The attendance, considering the bad condition of
walking, w *h large. The President, R«t. Dr. B. C. Cutler,
or St. Auu's church, presided. The proceedings wer«r

opened with singing by the choir and prayer by Key. L.
S. Weed, cf Sand* street Methodist Kpisoopal church.
Tne Treasurer's report wan read by W. W. Wickee, Esq.,f>om which it appears that the amount collected from
the different churches during the present year was
.4/139 21, all of which was expended, with the exception
of $J.'C2 66. The annual repcrt wai read by Rer. N. P.
I'lerce. which shows th« foil wing results .'.Tract*
and religious papers distributed, 347,000; 8,060families visitid, il. .M)0 Bibles and Testament*
¦listriluled an.ci.g the destitute, 768 children
taken to Babbath school, 442 grown personsinduced to attend religious worship; 57 hopefully can
verted, nnd sdtnit'.ed as members of the church. The
stimbtr of minions ries Is 8: general superintendent, 1;
voluntary distributors of tracts, 491. One missionary is
engaged 'among seamen on the docks, one among the

' .in.an population, anil ihe reimUder are employedthrovghout the city. The report concludes with urgingthe clinrches to take the nsatter in band, and send more
lnbciers in the field; and also suggests tne propriety of
fitting up a boat in the Atlantic basin, for a permanentplace of worship for f eamen. The report was ordered to
be printed under direetiou of the Board. Addressee were
delivered by l>r. M. 15. Anderson, President of Richester

I niverplty, nnd Iter. II. J. >andyke. A collection wait
then taken i;i>, and the proceedings were closed with a.
piajtr by the Kit. Dr. Moris, and a benediction.
Btnvfin I.\<r.\ruitY liiu »..About 9 o'clock last ere-

ring a Bre was dl.jcorered in the stables of (iilmore k
Jarvi', in Flicks strict, between State and Atlan'.l: streets,which on exaudoatlon was l'ouml to have originated
aniopg the straw in the loft, and was undoubtedly the
work of an inctndiary, as no light had been used in the
building. A f-hort line previous the r>:ar stoop of J. W.
(iadsbj s Hotel In State street, rear Hicks was. found tr-
be on tire. A quantity oi combustible materials had been
coPect»d t'get her and ignited. Doth fires were extia
gulrhed before much damage was done. From some cir¬
cumstances bUhpjcion fell upon a young man who was In
Cadhby's Hotel la the evening, and he was taken Into-
custody by oflicira^Mborn and Corwinoftho First district
police, lie was locked up to await an examination.
Some matches and a policeman's club were fouad tn his
possession.
Hat Binding Harhlnea.I. 1. Singer 6i Oo»have ready fcr ssle machines for binding sira-v hat-s and alloilier kinds of Lais. The maehlnes do the work far better andfaster than any ethers. Utli a-id see tiieta at No. 333Broadway.
The Cirnfo>l)iigui'irrnlype<-One InntanU-

neous sitting; happv expression ; c npleiion beauUf'il : the
rery pink of ones' self. Taken only at VVItXIAMSON'ri, Brook¬
lyn, (Fulton lerryj
Lsmpratjlies, from . Lampras,p the New

at>d beautiful Grecian portraits, by lfOUMKP, 2s« Broalway.llstucrreotj peK in rates, tor ?T. cents; and pholographs on the
tlx np lii ure. by machinery- taklnr sixty pictures an hour, 80.dall> wbb k is, steam and eicctrtc agency.

India Rahbtr Boots nnd Owersh-xs..A.
eholce as'ortmen' ef ladles' and gentlemen's India rubberbonis, a light end,beautiful article, manfscturel exprensly fftrthe air trsde, jusi received and for sale, by the ease or *initiopair, by 1). HODOMAN, New York India Rubber Warehouse.5i Maiden lane, somcrof Nassau street.

llnMier Boot*..I.a«ll<<*\ «en(l(in«t'i nnd1
cblMren's. The best article manufactured may be obtained,and the lowest possible nrlec only i t charged, at the Goodyearrubber depot, No. iC# Broadway, between V\ arrflo and una®bors streets.

ChUatadoro'a Ilalr Dye, Wlgi and Toupee*eidte admlratk* among all coniioKseurs In art. A suite olelegaiit private apartments for applying his luoomparuble dye.Uie only reliable article ol It* kind. wholesale and relaii at'JHIttsTADOBO'8, No. 6 Astor House.
Rstrhrlor'i Ilalr llje,.Wigs mid Toupees-The best In the wor d. This unrivalled and original dye Is ap¬plied In twelve private rooms. llatchelor'i wigs ami toupeeshave Imprrnemonte over all oOkih, being olief d'o^uvrea oi ele-ganoe and durability, poouliar to this >'s'aiillshment.

BATCUKhORH, 338 Broadway.
tthlikrrt or Mouataehee Forced to Brow

Is sis weeks by my ongticnt, which will not stain or Injurets skin. Ha bottle; s«sit toany part of the eotiniry. R. «*¦RAli AW. osfi broedwayjiwigri, K State street, Albany ;taker, 41 «or.th Third strcut, rhbadrlphia.
OiygenalMl Hitters, a Gare fbr Dy*p*prta.The proprietors do not claim Uiat tills medicine Is Infallible,bu' refer to certificates of gentleman well known to the publ1#.fwabwndesrt proof that they hart b<wi» rars«tM>U


